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Experienced . observers . be-igions “inerease in- the cost to:

lieve the impact of the Ame”';the Soviet Union of subsidizingi
1

v
. HAVANA, July 24—The im-ican ‘“blockade,” as it is called

position of sanctions on Cuba by.here—and of this latest intensi-,

It fn‘obably would not be felt|

the Organization of Americanfication of it—can easily he ex':by ordinary Cubans. Their bel Sl

States will have greater psy-!
chological than practical effect,
-observers here believe. .
It will be a .blow to Fidel
Castro's propaganda., .
" Oue of his principal slogans is
““yenceremos” (we will win).
JYoxcept with the dedicated rev-
iolutionaries, every sign that]
‘Cuba is not winning serves to!
«discredit the boast.
7 It will undercut one of Mr.
iCastro’s psychological defenses
{_the thesis that his critics are

la bunch of supine American discipline. The attempt to imd

i
!
'
i

ipuppets. -

|" This.claim. will be harder to
{make persuasively with all but
‘a few countries of the hemi-
.sphere adjudging Cuba an ag-
‘gressor. : ce

iservers here, even if the whole|

Aid to Castro Foes {

It will be a shot in the arm
for Mr. Castro’s opposition at
home and abroad, but primarily
.abroad. ' R,
 Their morale will be given &
boost. They will have a new
italking point. Latin govern-
iments which wish to co-operate
i with the United States in meas-
lures against subversion will be

able to do so with less fear of per cent of that of Russia, noty

i domestic political reprisal. .
But most of this is in the

tealm of intangibles. The realis in foodstuffs and medicine,

effcct is hard to gauge.. For

'kinds of aid—for Mr, Castro’s
\dnmestic opposition to become-a

igignificant iorce, able te chal-with the OAS sanctions resolu-
kion—which is considered highly!

Ilenge the vegime,. ;5 Ll s
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lized planning and its strict dis!action within the power. of the

lot ofthe OAS décision, T

aggerated.

. .are already tightened so far)
-Springs From Within

" that one more notch would ngt-
. o _raffect drastically their attitude
The disorganization of Cuba’s ilo“?sf-d tlhisrlecgini’e. |
economy does not come priv  gg this latest OAS turn of thej
marily from outside pressure.gerew is not likely to prodice
It springs from inefficiency, economic chaos, bring down
inexperience and incompetence iy, Casiro, or provoke or even
witbin. . “facilitate a military coup.
Communism with its cen-traH Most observers doubt that any

ciplines is utterly alien to Cuiwestern -world can accomplish
bans, who are by nature highlyithis, short of outright military
individualistic and resentful ofjnvasion or a deal with Moscow!
involving Soviet { abandonment
of Cuba. . .

What the blockade is doing is
giving the United States bar-)
gaining power for use, if iti
wishes, to make an accommoda-)

pose it upon them has many
disruptive effects. F

Thus, the blockade is not
considered a eritical or decisive
factor. Nor would it be, in the
judgment of experienced ob

free world fully co-operated. I Moscow would pay a certain
So .long as the Soviet Umonlprice'—-how much, .10 one knows
continues spending between $13__for relief from it.
émlll{mn acndb $1'"=§1 millirlm g day] " Its effects may be seen in
o keep Cuba afloat, the denial : ; :
of free world trade can only be! such things as the disruption of
marginal in its impact, it s Cuban t.ransport. IMost Cuban
agreed. ‘ automobiles and trucks original-
Total hemisphere trade with{ly were purchased in the United
States, Denial of spare parts is

Cuba was in the vicinity of $20,
million in 1963, or less than 5|producing a slow strangulation.
Taxis Dilapidated

Take a taxi Jn Havana and
you are never sure you will
reach your destination. I rode in

counting other bloc countries. !
Much of this- hemisphere trade!

which will not be: affected by
Jvere shimmy the driver periodi-

cally lost control of the steering
mechanisni.

Adds Little to Burden
Thus, -even total compliance:

tion with Mr. Castro. There is:
no doubt that both Havana and/their shortcomings.

one today that had such a se-

Doors frequently are tied to-
gether. . with _string,  Buckets

jammed under the hood "eatchl
water from leaking radiaters.
The streets are spotted with
broken-down vehicles.

Repairs are cither impossible|
or prohibitively expensive. An
acquajntance of mine paid $50!
in the black market for a fan
belt. A Cuban clerk may make
just over $200 a month.

Whether this kind of thing

makes Mr. Castro unpopular is
not clear. With some elements’
of the population it obviously
does. ’ ‘
But others—including some.
sevege critics of the government
—say it simply gives the Iidel-:
istas a convenient excuse for'
AImOSh
lanything can be blamed ‘on the
hlnckade. ‘
' Mr. Castro also seeks to turn
],tlxe‘blockade to his advantage n;
banother way, and will certainly:
do so in response to the OAS
‘decision.
 He exploits a sense of be-
Jeaguerment—a féeling of being
under siege—to rally support.
Cuba is full of belligerent post-
.ers crying “If they force war
on us we will fight,”' “Father-
and or death,” and ‘‘Comman-,
der in chief, give us your or-
1 ders.” ' l
The OAS vote can be used tol
fend added credibility - to the’
'war atmosphere and to Mr.
'Castro’s demand for unity in
the face of the challenge. J
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